issue of JGIM , looked at informal or "curbside" consultation. 1 The accompanying editorial by Borowsky discussed the advantages of curbside consultation. 2 Borowsky suggested that informal consults encourage a timely response by the consultant and provide an opportunity for direct interaction between the consultant and the referring physician. In health care systems with few direct responses by consultants, primary care providers may find these advantages especially attractive.
᭜

Comprehensive Medicine
To the Editor: -The current usage of the term generalist in reference to physicians, though descriptive, has developed a pejorative connotation. Many patients as well as subspecialist colleagues have a tendency to hold generalists in low esteem, attributing to them a lower degree of skill and intelligence. This is, in part, the unfortunate result of the historical reference to non-residencytrained physicians as general practitioners and the subsequent confusion of this group of physicians with their colleagues who were trained in rigorous residency programs to be generalists. I would propose that a more appropriate term, comprehensivist, when applied to residency-trained general internists, general pediatricians, and family physicians, would eliminate this confusion. This term would indicate the broad range of health problems cared for by these physicians and the rigorous, comprehensive nature of their training rather than implying a default pathway into which those unable to gain admission into subspecialty training revert.
The trichotomy of specialist, comprehensivist, and general practitioner would be more accurately descriptive than the current dichotomy of specialist and generalist. Furthermore, the use of this term would help avoid the confusion caused by another alternative, primary care, which has been claimed by a variety of subspecialist and even nonphysician health professionals for reasons of political and economic expediency. Although a change in nomenclature would not affect the already outstanding level of skill and intelligence of comprehensivist physicians, it could positively affect the perception of the public, subspecialist physicians, and medical students contemplating residency training options. 
